THE CERTIFIED PROTECTION OFFICER PROGRAM

The Certified Protection Officer (CPO) program was initiated by the International Foundation for Protection Officers in response to a need for:

1. Training and education of security personnel.  Persons employed in the security industry cannot generally be trained in a traditional classroom setting due to the difficulty in scheduling the classes. For this reason a distance education approach was taken. No classroom instruction is necessary to complete the CPO process. 

2. International recognition of persons who have completed the process. State and employer certifications are valuable, but they are not recognized as much as professional certification processes. Joining the ranks of over 20,000 persons in 44 countries who have earned the designation has meaning beyond one’s current employer. It is a “major league resume builder” enabling the designee to use the letters “CPO” after their name on professional correspondence. 

3. Career development for persons in law enforcement, security and related fields. Studying for the examination, having the experience and receiving a professional certification provides the designee with career mobility. One does not become expert in all 40+ areas covered by the exam, but they become conversant in them. They have a starting point from which to learn more. This is important as many jobs are a blend of security, law enforcement, investigation, public relations, emergency management, etc. 

Requirements for completing the process include: 

1. Having 6 months of full-time protection officer experience or the part-time equivalent. This means having worked as a security or police officer with a proprietary, contract or military organization. Persons with part-time experience must have a minimum of 12 months to qualify. Internships may also be applied toward the experience requirement. 

2. Successfully passing a comprehensive examination.  The exam is based on the PROTECTION OFFICER TRAINING MANUAL, 7th Edition. There are over 40 chapters that the candidate is tested on. The exam is scheduled when the candidate feels ready by arrangement with Professor Hertig. The time allotted for the exam is 4 hours. Preparation for the exam is given in security courses as well as via Practice Exams and Tutorials on Professor Hertig’s website. There is also a CPO Review given by the Office of Community and Professional Development.  This 2 day course can be attended by anyone. Personnel employed by the York College Department of Public Safety may attend at no charge. 

3. There is no fee for taking the exam and achieving the designation for York College students and alumni.  There are, however, recertification requirements and fees which the designee is responsible for every 2 years. 

For More Information visit the Foundation at IFPO.ORG.

