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I.
Purposes of investigative photography.


A. 
Despite the fact that an investigator must be able to create an accurate and 


easy to follow representation of the crime scene, photos can help to back 


up the investigators depiction, and present the crime scene in an easily 


understood manor. 


B.
Victims and/or witnesses may give different accounts of what occurred. 


For example, they may make false identifications or have a different 


perception than other witnesses. Photos of the scene give an accurate 


account of at least the physical evidence found. 


C. 
Photographic evidence is usually reliable and also readily available when 


it is needed.


D. 
Photos are extremely valuable for many reasons such as:



1. Accurately recreating the crime scene



2. Jogging the memory of the investigator, or briefing a new 



    investigator to the case, when looking back in the case file 














3. Jogging the memory of any witnesses or victims




         












4. Providing new and useful information pertaining to the case















5. Making important connections or comparisons between objects or 


    subjects to the crime scene



6. Accurately depicting the events of the crime to a jury or court


7. Aiding in the training of new employees

      
8. With advanced technology, cameras can help us easily 


    

    extend our vision well beyond the normal limits
    
E.
A photo can depict a whole host of things such as:



1. How the subject(s) approached, left the scene


2. How scene was entered and exited


3. How the crime was committed


4. If items were handled or moved
II. 
Types of Photographic Equipment.


A.
Cameras



1. With a regular film camera it is important to obtain one that uses large 


    negatives. This is because the photos clarity is enhanced when enlarged.



2. Although high-tech cameras are great when you have a professional 


    crime scene photographer, it is best to carry something simple, easy 


    to operate, and versatile (the 35mm camera for example)



 3. Additional accessories are important such as:

                             a. Additional lenses for reasons such as replacement, zoom etc.



     b. Filters are used to achieve a specific type of picture     

                 c. Different types of flashes for added light


B.
Film  


1. Sometimes an issue of color may emerge, so color film is recommended


2. At the same time it is important to have a roll of high speed Black and 


    White film because its sensitivity to light makes it useful for freezing 


    action


3. It is important to have extra film with you because a new roll needs to 


    be used at each crime scene

C.   
Tripod  


1. A tripod is used in order to achieve more control of visual relationships 


    and camera steadiness, fine adjustments of camera position, and a more 


    precise location of the border of the crime scene.



2. It is important take photographs from eye-level to represent the scene as 

    it would be observed by normal view. That means the picture has to be 


    taken parallel to the ground and a tripod permits that.

D.
Using Natural/Artificial Lighting at a Crime Scene



1. A camera flash in mostly used on medium range indoor shots or outside 

    on non sunny days



2. It is important to keep the lighting equal, so multiple flashes and flood 


    lights are used

    
3. One flash is never enough especially for close ups or long distances

E.
Digital Cameras (new age equipment) 



1. Introduced in the late 1980s


2. There are a wide variety of digital cameras priced from $150 to 



    $30,000 (11/09/06)


3. Prices depend on the quality, for example a $200 civilian camera is 


    acceptable for a car accident or other “low level” crime scenes, but a 


    higher quality should be used for more serious documentation 


4.  Due the fact that there is no film negative, digital photos can be 



     questionable when it comes to establishing reliable evidence 


     a. There is no original and therefore no real way to tell if the picture in 


         question has been altered


     b. On the other hand the camera itself cannot alter an image that has 


         been captured and stored on the memory card. Thus, the image 


         stored on the PC card, by definition is in an original state. 





     c. Today, they now have digital records of the original photo. This 


         is the same as it being on the camera, but is easily accessible and has 

         not been tampered with. It is still important to remember the use of 


         digital is not unreliable; one has to remember that even film is 


         contestable (ex. O.J. Simpson trial) 



5. With today’s advanced technology, digital cameras can capture a 


     picture of sufficient quality to document the crime scene just as well as 


     a regular camera 



     a. The choice of a digital camera is critical
F.
When it comes to crime scene photography an investigator must:


1. Be able to operate and be knowledgeable about all of the equipment 


    used



2. Be knowledgeable about the limits of privacy and be extremely careful 


    not to violate a subjects right to privacy


3. If the investigator is lucky enough to be staffed with a professional 


    photographer, they should instruct them on what exactly needs to be 


    shot and from what specific angles
III
The Photograph and Its Identification


A crime scene photo should have the following:

A. The case and picture number for easy recognition and identification


B. The subject or what is being photographed


C. Where the photograph was taken


D. The time and date the photograph was taken


E. The type of light source that was used


F. How far away the camera was from the subject photographed at the time


G. How high the camera was from the ground when photograph was taken


H. The type of camera and lens that was used


I. The type of film (color, high speed black and white etc,) lens setting, and 

   shutter speed 


J. The name of the person who snapped the photograph


K. The names of any witnesses to the crime pertaining to that particular 

  
     photograph  


L. Brief remarks on case, thing of significance in case a court presentation is 
  
    needed or to remind the investigator about that particular case

M. It is also important to prepare a photographic log that records all photographs 
    
     and a description and location of evidence in the photograph

IV. 
Markers and Measuring Devices


Besides identification, photographers can enhance a persons perception or 
understanding by using certain markers in the actually photo.


A. Investigators can use markers as a measuring device to show units of 
  
     
     measurement such as size or distance. Some examples are: 


1. An object measured with things such as rulers, measuring tape or even 


    held in the palm of the hand to show size


2. Evidence that a photographer/investigator wants observers to 



    specifically notice such as chalk marks surrounding an object or even a 


    corpse. Chalk or things of that nature is extremely useful especially 


    when trying to identify things from a “general” view


3. First, one photo is taken of the evidence as it appeared when officers 


    first arrived. After the markers are put into place, then a second photo of 

    the exact same shot is taken.


4. Finally there can be indicators in the photo. Objects that point out where 
                the subject is or what direction is what and other things of that nature. 


    For example a simple sign pointing north identifies direction which 


    could be of importance.
V. 
Remember: You can Never Take Too Many Pictures!


A. 
If an investigator is going to completely photograph an incident scene, the 


best technique is overlapping.


     
1. Overlapping is photographing the entire scene in a clockwise manner

     
2. A specific object is pictured on the right side of the first photograph


3. Then the second photo has the same object but is photographed on the 


    left side


4. This whole process is continued until the entire crime scene is 



    photographed fully 


B
Another option is the Progressive technique.



1. The photographer starts from a fixed point


2. Each piece of evidence is individually photographed



3. The photographer moves toward it and progressively gets closer while 


    taking the pictures
VI.
There Are Three Main Types of Photographic Views:


A. 
General or Long Range View


 
1. Photos are taken from an “outside” point of view


2. They show most or the entire crime scene from a distance, while 

                incorporating as much identifying characteristics as possible



3. It can also show where the crime scene is, i.e. its locality


4. Its important to take it at eye level so observers can see what a potential 


    witness or victim saw

B. 
Medium or Midrange View



1. Photographs start to show specific items or objects


2. In most instances the photo is taken from a 10-20 feet range


3. It must be taken so that an observer can associate the specific part of the 
                crime scene with the general term


4. Usually wide angle lenses are used when indoors

C.
Close-Up or Specific View 


1. Photos taken of small sections of a large area or of specific objects


2. Depending on the size of the object, it is usually taken up to five feet


3. Photos hold specific objects that were seen in the medium view



4. These photos are important because they can pickup and freeze in time 


    potentially important trace evidence        

VII.
Are the Photos Admissible In Court ?

A. 
In court, people such as a photographer or a police officer/investigator 


who has extensive knowledge about the case, can testify as to whether a 


specific photograph correctly depicts the crime scene or specifics to the 


crime scene.


B.
Markers or measuring devices (explained above) are used to draw the 


courts attention to specific spots in the photograph. For example a chalk 


outline of the body. 

C. 
There are certain necessities to be met if a photo is admissible in court:



1. The object(s) in the picture must be relevant or relate to the discussion 


    topic


2. There must be no bias present, nothing that can prejudice the jury or 


    court, and no appeal to emotions. They must represent the cold hard 


    facts of the scene


3. The photo must not misrepresent the scene in any way, and it must be 


    totally free of distortion. Everything must be clearly visible
VII.
Example Uses/Procedures of Crime Scene Photography


A. 
Acts of Possible Arson/ Fires



1. Looking for and photographing objects or areas that are suspected to 


    have been the point or points of initiation of the fire IS OF GREAT 


    IMPORTANCE!



2. Close-up photographs should be made of all such objects or areas.


3. Exterior views should be photographed of all structures involved in the 


    fire


4. Interior views should be photographed that give a complete 



    representation of the damaged areas and any undamaged areas 



    immediately adjacent


5. Once items of evidence are collected for processing, take pictures of 


    where these items where laying, showing the surfaces underneath 

B.
Documenting the Deceased



1. With a body that is lying in a horizontal position, the camera should be 


    placed directly over the victim’s head at a height no less than 5 feet


2. Close-up photographs taken of injured parts of the body are most 


    effective if in color, but black-and-white pictures may also work under 


    certain conditions


3. If the presence of wounds, blood, or other discoloration on the corpse 


    may affect identification, the use of a lens filter may create more lifelike 

    tones and thus aid in identification 


C. 
Burglary Scene



1. The interior and exterior of the building/residence

          
2. Damaged areas, particularly those around the points of entry and exit 


    used by the criminal          








3. Close-ups range photos of damaged containers that were the target of 


    the suspect(s) – safes, jewel boxes, etc.



4. Tool marks both close-up photos and medium-range photos, in order to 


    show a perspective that will allow the position of the mark with respect 


    to the general scene to be noted



5. Fingerprints are of particular value in a burglary investigation. Finger 


    and/or palm prints are photographed before lifting them, in case they are 

    destroyed in the lifting process


D.
Motor vehicle Accident 


1. Photograph possible pre-impact indicators.


       a. Look for any skid, scuff, track, acceleration marks etc.


       b. Look for gouge and scrape marks to indicate possible mechanical 


           problems



       c. Look for any type of obstruction. These can be natural or man 


           made. For example foliage would be natural and a broken down 


           vehicle is man made.



2. The scene can then be photographed in the same manor as any other 


    crime/incident scene.

VIII
Criminal Justice Careers Associated With Photography


A. 
Forensic Photographers are responsible for processing and preserving 


pictures of death scenes and evidentiary items to use as an investigative 


aid or sometimes as evidence in court.


1. Photographs death scenes, civil disorders and disasters


2. Uses and develops various photographic film types such as intra-red, x-


    ray, high contrast, standard black and white, negative and positive color 


    film


3. Prepares case files and submits reports for photographic assignments


4. They need to:




a. Have knowledge of methods used in preparing and presenting 


                photographic evidence



b. Have skill in the use and maintenance of photographic and photo 


    processing equipment



c. Ability to take and process still and motion pictures suitable for 



    use as permanent records 



5. On average, a forensic photographers starting salary is close to $40,260 


    a year (2006)

B.
A lab technician is a darkroom expert. 


1. They are responsible for all film development, both Black & White and 


    color


2. Responsible for all copy work as well as the logging and filing of all 


    negatives


3. On average, a lab technicians starting salary is close to $33,000 a year

C.
A police crime scene specialist collects, examines, preserves, 



photographs, and investigates all types of crime scenes.



1. They photograph crime scenes and evidence as well as postmortem 


    examinations



2. On average, a starting salary for a police crime scene specialist is close 


    to $29,800 a year. That’s not a lot of money, especially for a skill such 


    as photography 
IX
Ethical Issues in Investigative Photography

A. 
Here are some possible ethical issues involved with crime scene or 



investigative photography.



1. Photos taken that misrepresent the scene or situation. For example, if a 


    photographer had bias or a poor disposition toward a case, he could take 

    photographs that mislead the viewer to what really took place. 



    (Investigative photography is not limited to just crime scenes, but can 


    also be of suspects, subjects etc.)



2. Compromise in the chain of custody. Photos are extremely important 


    pieces of evidence and it must be monitored who has had, or currently 


    has, the photos. For example, if the media has gotten hold of some 


    investigative photos that could effect or compromise a certain case, you 


    have to know whose fault that was.


3. Photos taken of tampered evidence. This ethical issue coincides with the 

    first listed. Evidence that has been manipulated and photographed can 


    indefinitely mislead the viewer. For example, if a photographer is 


    participating in photographing a drug bust, and is informed that there 
  

    weren’t any drugs on the suspect so the officers planted the drugs on 


    him, and he takes photos of the “scene.”  


4. Digital and regular photo manipulation. While there are ways to tell if a 


    suspected photo has been manipulated, there are still people out there 


    who are excellent at what they do. In this day and age it has become 


    easier for everyday people to manipulate photographs. 



5. Neglecting to take photos of exculpatory evidence. Exculpatory 



    evidence is “evidence that suggests that the suspect in a crime did not, 


    in fact, commit that crime (Hertig). For example, in an investigation 


    police find exculpatory evidence that discredits their accusations toward 

    their only suspect. Instead of further examination, the police ask the 


    photographer to ignore that piece of evidence while they destroy it.    
X.
Top Ten Things to Remember About Crime Scene Photography:


1. If you’re not sure you should photograph a certain object, please consider the 

    rule of inclusiveness AND TAKE THAT PHOTO!


2. USE A CAMERA THAT PRODUCES LARGE NEGITIVES! A dinky little 

    photograph isn’t going to help anyone.


3. If your photo is not admissible in court THEN WHATS THE POINT? Make 
   
   sure it does not appeal to any emotions, or prejudices the jury or court in any 

   way! 

4. Mixing up rolls of film can cause you to lose valuable evidence, a case, or 

    even your job, so remember to use a NEW roll for EACH crime scene. 

5. The purpose of photographs is to preserve the original crime scene. So please 

    remember to NOT disturb the crime scene, especially before photos can be 

    taken. 


6. Remember to take photos general to specific. Photograph the whole picture, 
   
    then sections, and then individual objects.


7. Please remember YOU CAN NEVER TAKE TOO MANY PHOTOGRAPHS! 

    Always take more pictures then necessary. Instead of one picture per shot, take 
    
    two or three so you have back ups if the original is blurry or distorted.


8. The more markers in a picture THE BETTER! You want to be able to identify 
  
    things such as distance, direction, angle, or where an object was to begin with.

9. INFORMATION IS KEY! Remember to always identify the essentials on the 
  
    back of a photo such as lens type, what’s being photographed, time, date, etc.


10. Everyone and their mothers should be able to easily understand a photograph 

      and its contents. Keep it simple and organized.  
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