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Are you thinking about Law school?

    If you are,  consider  the following:

       *Do you have a realistic sense of what to expect from law school and from a legal career?  What type of law will you practice? Only about 6% of lawyers work in criminal law.  
       *Do you plan on taking a rigorous track of courses in undergraduate school?

       *Do you have good writing and critical-thinking abilities?

       *Have you considered and ruled out other fields?

       *Can you keep your GPA at the level it needs to be to be accepted into the law                          school of your choice?


*Are you a good test taker so that your Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) score will be high enough for admittance? 

If after considering the above criteria you still feel Law School is the right choice then you should consider using the following guide:

Freshman Year

*Take General Interest courses as well as core classes

*Consider a Major

*Consider declaring a minor

*Earn a high GPA 

Sophomore Year 

*Continue to take general interest courses

*Declare a major and a minor (any major can apply to law school)

*Keep GPA high

*Attend Pre-Law Workshop

*Meet with a pre-law advisor 

*Consider Professional Organizations (pre-law society) 

Junior Year -Spring

 *Register with LSDAS

 *Begin to prepare for the LSAT

     - Practice Tests, Courses, Prep Books

 *Register by late April

 *Take LSAT in June

 *Read Official Guide to U.S. Law Schools

 *Think about schools that you might want to apply

 *Think about whom might write your recommendation letters

Summer Before Senior Year 

* Send Transcript to LSDAS

* Decide on competitive, long shot, and safety schools 

* Draft a personal statement

* Visit Law Schools

* Attend Law School forum

Senior Year (August-October)

* Obtain Applications

* Talk to references about your choice of schools

* Request letters of reference

* If needed register in August for LSAT

* Take and or re-take late in October

* Create Resume after attending resume workshop

Senior Year (November and December)

* Complete and Submit Applications

* Send Law School Application Matching Forms

Senior Year (January) 

*Send 7th semester grades to LSDAS

*Check application status

Senior Year (February on)

*Acceptance and Rejections arrive

*Choose a School

*Notify the schools that you will not be attending

* Keep pre-law advisor informed 

Other Tips and Facts about Law School:

* Common misconception about getting into law school: Certain majors are looked upon more favorably than others in the admissions process.

* Major in an area you’ll enjoy, since you'll do better in that subject than in any other

* Law schools sometimes look down upon student records that show lots of courses in law-related areas, because they don't want students coming in with preconceived notions about the law.
* Try to meet and talk with people working in the law field. This includes paralegals as well as attorneys. 
* Law school admissions committees generally make their decisions based on two factors: undergraduate GPA and LSAT scores. 

*Most schools convert an applicant's GPA and LSAT score into an index score, a single number that is then used to compare the applicant to the rest of the applicant pool. 

*Some schools require extremely high GPAs and LSATs, while other schools are more flexible in their approach. 

*Most Schools Require at least a 3.0 GPA and at least a 160 on the LSATS.
*Typically, the highest-ranked law schools require superior performance in terms of both grades and LSAT scores. 

*Evidence of extracurricular activities can be important to law school admissions. personnel, especially activities that show your commitment to your community or less fortunate individuals.
* The most needed skills for law school are the abilities to write and analyze quickly .
