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Textbook
Lecture
Skoog, D. A., Holler, J. F., and Nieman, T. A. "Principles of Instrumental Analysis" Fifth Edition, Saunders College Publishing, New York, 1998. ISBN 0-03-002078-6

Laboratory
Hand-outs.

Description
The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the most commonly used instruments in analytical chemistry.  The goal is then to provide you with the basic understanding of the components of each instrument, and to discuss the most common uses of each instrument, and its capabilities.  Another objective is to expose you to new instrumentation and discuss the current and possible future trends in instrumental analysis.  The purpose of the laboratory component of this course is to give you hands-on experience with the instruments that York College has available, and to develop your critical thinking skills in a real-world project.

Examinations and Grading
There will be three in-class closed book exams.  There will also be a final exam during finals week.  Throughout the semester we will have special assignments, these may include group presentations, abstracting and critiquing current journal articles, homework problem sets, or even unannounced quizzes!  Unexcused absences from anything that is graded will result in a zero for that specific assignment.  Excused absences will be granted only in the most extreme of circumstances.  If you are going to miss a graded assignment, you must contact the instructor before you are absent in order to be excused.  

The grading will be divided up as follows:

      Lecture (50%) 
Three Hour Exams 



60%

Final Exam (Comprehensive- ACS)

25%

Special Assignments



15% 

      Lab (50%)

Lab Exams




15%

Lab Notebooks/ Unknowns


25%

Special Lab Assignments


10%

Real World Project



50%

Attendance and Academic Honesty
Attendance will not be used directly in determining your grade, but regular attendance is essential for satisfactory performance in this course.  You are responsible for obtaining the information on the topics covered, or any announcements or assignments you may have missed.  All papers which are handed in for grading must have your signature on them, and this will then be interpreted as your claim that the work is entirely your own.  If there is sufficient evidence of academic dishonesty, you will receive a failing grade for the course, and a memo explaining the incident will be sent to the Dean of Academic Affairs.  More than one such incident is usually grounds for dismissal from the college.

Writing Standards

York College recognizes the importance of effective communication in all disciplines and careers.  Therefore students are expected to competently analyze, synthesize, organize, and articulate course material in papers, examinations, and presentations.  In addition, students should know and use communication skills current to their field of study, recognize the need for revision as part of their writing process, and employ standard conventions of English usage in both writing and speaking.  Students may be asked to further revise assignments that do not demonstrate effective use of these communication skills.

This syllabus is subject to change

