PS 142  American Government: Process and Policy
Dr. Van Tassell                     spring 2007
Office: LS 237                      Office Hours: mwf 9-10 t-th 8:30-9:30 

Text: 

American Government, 10TH Ed; James Q. Wilson & John J. Dilulio, Jr.

This course is a study of political process and public policy of American national government. The Course will include analysis of current domestic and foreign policy issues such as education, health care, welfare policy and national defense. In addition the course will cover the role of interest groups, voters, political parties, and bureaucracies. 
Course Structure:

1. Grading:

exams  3                           300

Case Study                         100

Attendance & Participation          25

      final exam                         100
                                         525

2. Each student will be required to prepare a case study of a significant political event or law. 
The written case study must include the following information: 

A. background to the event or law

B. Major participants

C. Political pressures which might have effected the behavior of various participants

D. Outcome of these political events

E. Impact of this political process on American politics and the political environment 
F. Bibliography
G. The case study must be typed and it should be 4-5 pages in length.

H. Students must meet with the professor to discuss their completed project. The written summary will be submitted at this meeting. This assignment must be completed NLT April 13, 2007.
3. EXTRA CREDIT: 
1. A student can earn up to 7% of the total points identified in paragraph 1 can be earned by Reading a book relevant to the Course and preparing a book report.  The instructor must approve the book.  (See instructor for format.)  PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TOTAL POINTS AVAILABLE IN PARAGRAPH 1 IS TENTATIVE AND CAN CHANGE DEPENDING ON ADJUSTMENTS DURING THE SEMEMSTER.
2. Five percent (5%) of the total points can be earned by preparing a bulletin board display regarding a theme relevant to the course. This bulletin board will be posted adjacent to the instructor’s office. Approval of such displays will depend on sufficient time existing for posters to be posted for at least one week.  PLEASE SEE THE INSTRUCTOR TO SCHEDULE A BULLETIN BOARD DISPLAY.
YOU MUST MEET WITH THE INSTRUCTOR TO DISCUSS YOUR FINISHED EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT!!!

TENTATIVE READING AND EXAM SCHEDULE

Jan 
17-19     Introduction
               Ch 7 Public Opinion 


22-26
Ch 8 Political Participation

29-Feb 2
Ch 9 Political Parties 

Feb
5- 9


Exam 1

12-16
Ch 10 Elections and Campaigns 
Ch 11 Interest Groups
19-23      Ch 12 The Media,
Ch 17 The Policy-Making Process


26-Mar 2   Semester Break

Mar
 5- 9


Exam 2



Nature of Science and Politics



Ch 18 Economic Policy

12-16

 Economic Development
19-23
Ch 19 Social Welfare
26-30
Apr   2- 4
      5- 9  Semester Break

10-13
Apr
16-20 
Ch 20 Foreign and Military Policy

23-27
Ch 21 Environmental Policy





Exam 3
Apr 1- May 3 
Ch 22 Who Governs? To What Ends?


4           Reading Day


7-10      FINAL EXAMS
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at York College. Academic Dishonesty refers to actions such as cheating, plagiarism, etc., and includes all situations where students make use of the work of others and claims such work as their own. In those cases where the instructor believes that a student has committed an act of academic dishonesty, the instructor will notify the student and the Dean of Academic Affairs, and the student will receive a grade of "0" in the course.

