PS 141  American Government: 

Dr. Van Tassell                      fall 2006
Office: LS 237          Office Hours: 9-10 m-f 

Text: 

American Government, 10th Ed; James Q Wilson & John J Dilulio, Jr.

This course is a study of the structure and functions of American national government, including the formal and informal roles of the Congress, the Presidency, the Courts and other institutions. The Course will also include discussion of other political actors such as the news media, interest groups and voters. Analysis of current domestic and foreign policy issues will also be a part of class discussion.

Course Structure:

1. Grading:

exams  3  (100 points each)        300

Article Review                     100

Attendance & Participation          50
      final exam                         100
                                         550
2. Each student will be required to prepare a review of an article from a scholarly journal. The article must be related to politics and/or public policy. (This is a very broad category. It includes, the institutions/ branches of government, role of State Governments, role of interest groups, public issues such as education, health care, taxation, international relations, environmentalism, political ideology, criminal justice, etc.)

No articles will be accepted from popular news magazines such as “Time” or “Newsweek”, Newspapers, or trade magazines. (Articles from the “Atlantic Monthly,” “The Economist” or the “New Yorker” will be considered.) 

The article selected must be at least 5 pages in length.

The article must be approved in advance by the instructor. 

The written review must be include the following information: 

A. Thesis: What was the main point of the article. 

B. summary: Outline and review the important issues and concepts covered in the article. 

C. analysis

1. What were the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments made by the author. 

2. How does the article relate to the text and classroom material

3. Evaluation of the methodology used by the author. i.e. 

What method was used by the author to determine relevant data, how was that data obtained and how was it interpreted. 

4. For whom was the article written

5. Where did the article appear.
      D. The review must be typed and it should be 3-4 pages in length.

E. Students must meet with the professor to discuss their completed project. The written summary will be submitted at this meeting. This assignment must be completed in accordance with the following schedule.
Last names which begin with letters a-j: October   5, 2006
Last names which begin with letters k-s: October  26, 2006

Last names which begin with letters t-z: November 16, 2006

3. EXTRA CREDIT: up to 7% of the total points identified in paragraph 1 can be earned by doing one or more of the following: 
A. Reading a book relevant to the Course and preparing a book report.  The instructor must approve the book.  (See instructor for format.)  7 %
B. Visit National Historical Site’s relevant to American Government. The following are examples of possible sites:

Presidential Museums/Homes (Buchanan, Lancaster Pa; Eisenhower, Gettysburg, T Roosevelt, Oyster Bay, Long Island; F Roosevelt, Hyde Park, NY, T Jefferson, Monticello, Va. etc) 
Civil War Sites (Gettysburg, Antietam, Chancellorville etc) Government Institutions in Washington DC (White House, U.S. Congress, Supreme Court etc) 
THE SITE VISITED MUST BE APPROVED IN ADVANCE BY THE INSTRUCTOR!
You must write a brief paper, summarizing why the selected site is relevant to understanding American Government, provide some historical context and explain what you saw at the site. (You may visit 2 such sites and receive a maximum of 3% for each site visited.)
C. A maximum of 5% of the total points can be earned by preparing a bulletin board display regarding a theme relevant to the course. This bulletin board will be posted adjacent to the instructor’s office. The displays must include the name of the student responsible for the display. Approval of such displays will depend on sufficient time existing for the display to be up for at least one week.

Extra Credit work must be completed NLT November 29, 2006.
YOU MUST MEET WITH THE INSTRUCTOR TO DISCUSS YOUR FINISHED EXTRA CREDIT PROJECT!!!

TENTATIVE READING AND EXAM SCHEDULE

Aug 28-Sep 1 Ch 1; The Study of American Government 

Sep     4 Holiday
     5-8    Ch 2; The Constitution

    11-15   Ch 3; Federalism; Appendix, Federalist 10 & 51

    18-22   Ch 4; American Political Culture 

 EXAM 1

    25-29   Ch 11; Congress 

Oct  2- 6   Ch 12; The Presidency 

     9-13   Ch 13; The Bureaucracy

EXAM 2   

    16-17 SEMESTER BREAK
18-20    Ch 14;  The Judiciary

    23-27
    30-Nov 3 Ch 18; Civil Liberties

Nov  6-10
     13-17
     20-21
     22-24 SEMESTER BREAK
     27-Dec 1 Ch 19; Civil Rights

Dec
 4-8   
      11-12
EXAM 3

             Ch 22; Who Governs? To What Ends?

      13  Reading Day

     14-19  FINAL EXAMS
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