PS260 Comparative Politics;      F2006;          Dr. Van Tassell
Office: LS 237 ext 1406          Office Hours: m-f 9-10
Government is necessary, not because man is naturally bad...but because man is by nature more individualistic than social -Hobbes- 

I am a citizen, not of Athens or Greece, but of the world -Socrates-

     The measure of man is what he does with power        -Pittacus- 

The first lesson of economics is scarcity: There is never enough of anything to satisfy all those who want it. The first lesson of politics is to disregard the first lesson of economics.   -- Thomas Sowell

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course analyzes comparative politics in a structural, historical, philosophical and empirical context. Particular focus is given to the evolution of democracy, and the process of industrial, technological, and social development. The course also focuses on the political, social and economic ideology of selected countries. 

TEXTS: 
Comparative Politics: A Global Introduction, 2nd Ed.; Michael J Sodaro

COURSE STRUCTURE: 

1. Exams: There will be a weekly Quiz based on the readings from the Sodaro text, video’s and from class discussion. (A total of 13 quizzes are scheduled)
 2. Written Assignments: Each student will be assigned to a group to research a specific country discussed in the text. The group will make a power point presentation relating to that country. A copy of the power point presentation must be emailed to the professor prior to the day it will be presented in class. 
3. Grading: Quizzes 12 x 20 ---------------------------------------------240

                (Lowest 2 scores dropped, highest score counted twice
                 final Quiz will be given during final exam period) 


  Country Presentation






  100
             Attendance / participation---------------------------------- 50 


                                               TOTAL:         390
4. Extra Credit Work: Students may do book report for extra credit. Up to 25 points can be earned doing extra credit. The book you have selected must be approved by the instructor.

5. Tentative Reading and Exam Schedule
Aug 28-Sep 1  Introduction

Sep 5-8

Sodaro Ch 1 Comparative Politics: What is it? Why study it?




     2 Major Topics of Comparative Politics




QUIZ 1


Sep 11-15


Sodaro Ch 3 Critical Thinking about Politics: Analytical Techniques of Political Science – The Logic of Hypothesis Testing
QUIZ 2

Sep 18-22

Sodaro Ch 4; Power

Sodaro Ch 5; The State and Its Institutions

QUIZ 3

Sep 25-29

Sodaro Ch 6; States and Nations: Nationalism – Nation Building - Supranationalism

Oct 2-6

Sodaro Ch 7; Democracy: What is it?

QUIZ 4

Oct 9-13

Strauss Article: See FACDATA file

Sodaro Ch 8; Democracy: How does it work? State Institutions and Electoral systems

Sodaro Ch 9; Democracy: What does it take? Ten Conditions

QUIZ 5

Oct 16-17 Semester Break

Oct 18-20

Sodaro Ch 10 People and Politics: Voters – Parties – Interest Groups – Dissidence – Revolution

Sodaro Ch 11 Political Culture

QUIZ 6

Oct 23-27

Sodaro Ch 12; Ideology

Sodaro Ch 13; Political Economy: Laissez-Faire – Central Planning – Mixed Economies – Welfare States

QUIZ 7

Oct 30-Nov 3

Sodaro Ch 14l; The Politics of Development

QUIZ 8

Nov 6-10

Sodaro Ch 15; The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Sodaro Ch 16; France

QUIZ 9

Nov 13-17

Sodaro Ch 17; Germany

Sodaro Ch 18; Japan

QUIZ 10

Nov 20-21

Sodaro Ch 19; Russia

Nov 22-24 Thanksgiving Break

Nov 27-Dec 1

QUIZ 11

Dec 4-8

Sodaro Ch 20; China

Sodaro Ch 21; Mexico and Brazil

QUIZ 12

Dec 11-12

Sodaro Ch 22; Nigeria and South Africa

QUIZ 13

Dec 13 Reading Day

Dec 14-19 Final Exams

