PS371/H371

American Constitutional Thought: Political Institutions

             l                             

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore the writing and history of the Constitution and the role of the U.S. Supreme Court in interpreting the Constitution. We will look at the decision making process of the Court as well as the role of the individual Justice's in this process. The format of the course will be a mixture of lecture and discussion. Students must make every effort to complete reading assignments in advance of class. Understanding of the material discussed in class will be difficult without prior preparation. While written summaries of the cases and articles are not usually required, you may find it essential to your understanding to prepare such summaries.  

TEXT:

American Constitutional Law, 3rd Edition; Stephens, & Scheb

COURSE STRUCTURE:

1. Attendance: Students are expected to attend class and participate in discussions. Excessive absence and/or lack of class preparation will lead to a lower grade. 

2.Written Assignments: 

Each student will be required to review a law review journal article. The review will be presented orally in class 
A written outline as well as a “summary and analysis” must be provided to the instructor. For the classroom presentation, power point must be used to present the material. A copy of the slides must be provided to the instructor prior to making the presentation. The student presentations will be scheduled throughout the semester. 

3. Grading: Exams:  3                             300

  

            Article Review                         75
            participation/attendance              100

            final exam                            100
                                     TOTAL        575
4. Extra Credit: Each student may write a research paper on constitutional law and/or history.  (topic and research methodology must be approved by the instructor) 


Tentative Reading and Exam Schedule
Aug 28-Sept 1

Introduction: What is Constitutional Law?

Sept 5-8    Brennan and Meese Articles from FACDATA file
PART I: SOURCES OF POWER AND RESTRAINT

Ch 1: The Supreme Court in the Constitutional                     System

Marbury v Madison

Eakin v Raub

Scott v Sandford

Exparte McCardle

Sept 11-15

Cooper v Aaron

Baker v Carr

Raines v Byrd

Sept 18-22

     Ch 2: Congress and the Development of National                         Power

U.S. Term Limits, Inc. v Thornton

M’Culloch v Maryland

Watkins v U.S.

Barenblatt v U.S.

Gibbons v Ogden

Hammer v Dagenhart

Carter v Carter Coal Company

Sept 23-29

NLRB v Jones & Laughlin Steel Corporation

U.S. darby

Heart of Atlanta Motel v U.S.

Katzenbach v McClung

U.S. v Lopez

U.S. v Morrison

Gonzales v Raich (2005) copy distributed in class

U.S. v Butler

Steward Machine Co. v Davis

South Carolina v Katzenbach

City of Boerne v Flores

Nevada Department of Human Resources (2003) copy distributed in class
Exam 1
Oct 2-6

     Ch 3: Constitutional Underpinnings of the Presidency

Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. v Sawyer

Clinton v City of New York College of Pennsylvania U.S. v Nixon

Clinton v Jones

U.S. v Curtiss-wright Export Corp.

Dames & Moore v Regan

The Prize Cases

Korematsu v U.S.

Hamdi v Rumsfeld (2004) copy distributed in class
Hamdan v Rumsfeld (2005)
Oct 9-13

Ch 4: The Constitution and the Modern Administrative State

J.W. Hampton & Company v U.S.

Schechter Poultry Corp. v U.S.

Mistretta v U.S.

Whitman v American Trucking Associatins

Immigration and Naturalization Service v Chadha

Goldberg v Kelly

Mathews v eldridge

Dow Chemical Co. v U.S.

Exam 2

Oct 16-17 Fall Break

Oct 18-20

     Ch 5: The Dynamics of the Federal System

Chisholm v Georgia

National League of Cities v Usery

Garcia v Santonio Metropolitan Transit Authority

Printz v U.S.

Alden v Maine

Oct 23-27

Cooley v Board of Port Wardens\

South Carolina Highway department v Barnwell Brothers

Souther Pacific Railroad Company v Arizona

Philadelphia v New Jersey

Oregon Waste Systems v Department of Environmental Quality

Oct 30-Nov 3

Chapter 7: Property Rights and economic Freedom

Dartmouth College v Woodward

Charles River Bridge Co. v Warren Bridge Co.

Home Building & Loan Association v Blaisdell

The Slaughterhouse Cases

Lochner v New York 
Adkins v Children’s Hospital

Nov 6-10

West Coast Hotel Co. v Parrish

Ferguson v Skrupa

Hawaii Housing Authority v Midkiff

Dolan v City of Tigard

Exam 3

Nov 22-24 Thanksgiving Break

Ch 13: Elections Representation and Voting Rights

Nov 13-17

Nov 20-21

Smith v Allwright

Gomillion v Lightfoot

Mobile v Bolden

Rogers v Lodge

Reynolds v Sims

Karcher v Dagget
Nov 27-Dec 1

Bush v Gore

McConnell v FEC (2003)
League of United Latin American Citizens v Perry (2006)

Randall v Sorrell (2006)
Dec 3- 8

Dec 11-12

Dec 13 Reading Day

Dec 14-19 Final Exams

