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We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.







Preamble to the Constitution
It has been several times truly remarked, that Bills of Rights are, in their origin, stipulations between kings and their subjects, … reservations or rights not surrendered to the prince. … It is evident, therefore, that, according, to their primitive signification, they have no application to Constitutions professedly founded upon the power of the People, and executed by their immediate representatives and servants. Here, in strictness, the People surrender nothing; and as they retain everything, they have no need of particular reservations. …

I go further, and affirm, that Bills or Rights, in the sense and to the extent in which they are contended for, are not only unnecessary in the proposed Constitution, but would even be dangerous. They would contain various exceptions to powers not granted; and on this very account, would afford a colorable pretext to claim more than were granted. For why declare that things shall not be done which there is no power to do? Why, for instance, should it be said, that the liberty of the press shall not be restrained, when no power is given by which restrictions may be imposed? I will not contend that such a provision would confer a regulating power; but it is evident that it would furnish, to men disposed to ursurp, a plausible pretence for claiming that power. They might urge with a semblance of reason, that the Constitution ought not to be charged with the absurdity of providing against the abuse of an authority, which was not given, and that the provision against restraining the liberty of the press afforded a clear implication, that a power to prescribe proper regulations concerning it was intended to be vested in the National Government. This may serve as a specimen of the numerous handles which would be given to the doctrine of constructive powers, by the indulgence of an injudicious zeal for the Bill of Rights









Alexander Hamilton,
Federalist No. 84
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore the role of the U.S. Supreme Court in the development of civil liberties such as speech, religion, privacy and criminal law as well as the role of the Courts in the development of equal protection rights relating to such classifications as race, gender or age. We will look at the decision making process of the Court as well as the role of the individual Justice's in this process. The format of the course will be a mixture of lecture and discussion. Students must make every effort to complete reading assignments in advance of class. Understanding of the material discussed in class will be difficult without prior preparation. While written summaries of the cases and articles are not usually required, you may find it essential to your understanding to prepare such briefs.  

 

TEXT:

American Constitutional Law, 3rd Edition; Stephens, & Scheb

COURSE STRUCTURE:

1. Attendance: Students are expected to attend class and participate in discussions. Excessive absence and/or lack of class preparation will lead to a lower grade. 

 

2.Written Assignments: 

Each student will be required to participate in a "moot" trial, acting either as an attorney or judge. If you serve as an attorney, you will be expected to prepare a written legal brief regarding a set of facts provided by the instructor. You will also be expected to prepare an oral presentation in a courtroom situation. If you serve as a judge, you will be expected to participate in oral arguments, a conference with the other judges and prepare a written opinion of the case.

 

3. Grading: 
            Exams:  2                                   200

  

            participation/attendance            100

            Moot Court                                100

            final exam                                  100
                                         TOTAL         500

4.Extra Credit: Each student may write a Book Review of a book related to the course material.  The book must be approved by the instructor 

 

TENTATIVE READING AND EXAM SCHEDULE
Jan 
17-19;      Introduction

PART 2: Civil Rights and Liberties

22-26;     Ch 6: Constitutional Sources of Civil Rights and Liberties

29-Feb 2 Ch 7: Property Rights and Economic Freedom
Feb
5- 9;       Ch 8: Expressive Freedom and the First Amendment

12-16; 
EXAM:  CH 6, 7, 8
19-23       Ch 9: Religious Liberty and church-State Relations
26-Mar 2   Semester Break

Mar
 5- 9;       Ch 10: The Constitution and Criminal Justice

12-16; 
19-23;      Ch 11: Personal Autonomy and the Constitutional Right of Privacy
26-30; 

EXAM: CH 9, 10, 11 

Apr
2-4;          Ch 12: Equal Protection and the Anti-discrimination Principle
 5- 9 Semester Break

10-13

16-20 

23-27;  Moot Court
Apr 30-May 3           Ch 12: Ch 13: Elections, Representation and Voting Rights

4           Reading Day


7-10     FINALS
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated at York College. Academic Dishonesty refers to actions such as cheating, plagiarism, etc., and includes all situations where students

make use of the work of others and claims such work as their own. In those cases where the instructor believes that a student has committed an act of academic dishonesty,

the instructor will notify the student and the Dean of Academic Affairs, and the student will receive a grade of "0" in the course.

