P.S. 312                Spring 2007           Dr. Dick Van Tassell 

The Politics of Public Policy         Office: LS 237            Office Hours: mwf  9-10;  t-th 8:30-9:30
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Governments provide many goods and services, including regulating conflict within society, organizing the bureaucracy of government, distributing symbolic and material rewards to members of society, extracting resources from members of society.  This course is concerned with what governments do, why they do it, how well they do it, and what difference it makes. The course will include a discussion of the structural effects on the policy process, and the role of various participants in the political process. It will include discussions of how problems are defined as public issues, as well as how decisions are made in formulating and implementing public policy. Finally emphasis will be placed on the evaluation of public policy decisions.

TEXT:  No Text is required. Students will be working with material from the library and the internet.

COURSE STRUCTURE
1. Reading Assignments: Students are expected to read the assigned materials before they are discussed in class.

2. Written Assignments: Each student will be required to participate in a group research project. Each group will select a specific public policy law. The group will be responsible to trace the origins of the law, the politics of passing the legislation (including the role of interest groups, the role of the media and public opinion), the impact of implementing the law and the legal cases which have resulted from the implementation. Although this will be a group project, each member will be assigned a different perspective to address and will be responsible to prepare the written analysis for their component of the group project. The group will be expected to report weekly on their efforts and to prepare a written and oral report of their research.

3. Grading:

Mid Term                                    100

            Participation/Attendance             100

            Group Research Project               200
                               TOTAL                     400

4. Extra Credit: Students may do a book report for extra credit. Up to 28 points can be earned doing extra credit. If you choose to do a book report, you must read a book approved by the instructor. An oral report must be given as part of this requirement.

